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May. Questions put 

to the panel covered 

International, Na-

tional and Local is-

sues as well as ques-

tions on disability 

both personal to the 

questioner and envi-

ronmental. I asked 

the panel what the 

difference between 

their party and the 

others was on local 

issues while Gary 

Fisher asked why 

Chester no longer had 

a football team or 

theatre. Christine 

Russell replied -  

 

Continued on page 2 

ôQuestion Timeõ 
By Steve Haslam 

Below Standard Media Coverage  

On Thursday the 8th 

of April we held a 

Hustings event at the 

SDC. We invited 

Christine Russell 

(Labour) Stephen 

Mosley

(Conservative) and 

Rob Jordan from the 

(Liberal Democrats) 

to be on the panel. 

The aim of the meet-

ing was for service 

users to ask questions 

and get answers from 

the panel to help 

them to decide who 

to vote for in General 

Election on the 6th of 

ask the names of the 

questioners or en-

quire as to Scopes 

aims and objectives 

in staging the event in 

the first place. They  

even cut David Long, 

who chaired the de-

bate brilliantly, out of 

the photo. 

Our Hustings event 

got good coverage on 

local radio station 

Dee 106.3, as they 

aired recorded inter-

views with the 3 poli-

ticians and Scope 

staff. We were very 

disappointed with the 

full page spread in 

the Chester Standard 

however as they did 

not cover the event 

from our angle at all. 

They just printed 3 

questions and an-

swers word for word 

without bothering to 
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ôQuestion Timeõ Continued.....  

the access in Chester 

City centre for disabled 

people. Stephen replied 

wasò Central Govern-

ment had said we were 

spending too much 

money on the roads. 

Rob added that he used 

to work for the council 

and was told by the 

council to stop brush-

ing the streets to save 

money on the budget.  

Christine added that  

........ñI think it is really 

sad that Chester does 

not have a football 

club, and we should 

get behind the Ches-

ter football fans with 

a view of starting a 

new club, she also 

felt that the Gateway 

theatre needs to be 

refurbish and should 

be reopened.òStephen 

reply was ñif we were 

to open the Gateway 

theatre if would cost 

£300,000 as it does 

not comply with 

DDA 2005ò. Rob 

added ñI was on the 

committee when the 

decision was made to 

close the Gateway 

after a lot of perform-

ances were cancelled, 

he added it was a 

cross party decision 

to close it.ò Karen 

Doyle question to the 

candidates was how 

they would improve 

expenses and lobby-

ing for cash and 

Lucinda Roberts 

from Scope HQ in 

London asked what 

the panel could do to 

remove the barriers 

to disabled people 

who want to stand 

for election? 

the local council had 

been given £1.5m to 

fix the potholes 

around the city by the 

Department of trans-

port. Rob Lowe asked 

about the Afghan war 

while Wendy How-

arth wondered how 

the panel might go 

about monitoring and 

enforcing the Disabil-

ity Discrimination 

Act. Liz Evans asked 

how the image of 

politicians might be 

improved given the 

recent scandals over 

New Computers Give Comic Relief!  

staff to have fast and 

updated computers in 

operation again.  

If you would like to 

know more about 

Cheshire Community 

Action then go to 

www.cheshireaction.or

g.uk  

We have been 

granted over £2,500 

to buy 4 new com-

puter for our office. 

The award came from 

Cheshire Community 

Action who are a 

charity set up to build 

strong and active 

communities. 

The funds came spe-

cifically through 

Comic relief dona-

tions. Our old com-

puters had just about 

done for and it has 

made a great differ-

ence to our office 

Gary Fisher asked why 

Chester has no theatre or 

football club?  
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òI really enjoyed 

meeting the 

politicians and 

being part of the 

debateó 

 

Liz Evans at Scope 

 



Dance Performance  

Alicia Goughõs Poetry 

however with guests 

from other disability 

organisations includ-

ing a music class 

from the West Chesh-

ire College in Hand-

bridge.  

 

Danceability  put on 

another dance show 

at the Mark Elliot  

Theatre in Blacon in 

March. The show 

promotes disability 

awareness and is 

aimed at schoolchil-

dren. Unfortunately 

no schoolchildren at-

tended on this occa-

sion and we are find-

ing it quiet difficult to 

get schools to come 

along.  

The theatre was full 

a love of language, as 

you will realise when 

you read Aliciaôs po-

ems. 

This months poem is 

called.... 

Alicia uses sign lan-

guage, her communi-

cation aid book and 

lots of facial expres-

sion, hand and body 

movements to write 

her beautiful poems. 

Aliciaôs strong per-

sonality shines 

through her work. 

She has a wonderful 

imagination, a great 

sense of humour and 

My Nan 

My Nan was very kind.  

Another like her is hard to find.  

She had lovely white hair, and a heart full of loving care.  

On a` beautiful day with sunny blue skies 

Was like looking out of my Nanôs bright blue eyes.  

In my bedroom, Nan and I played for hours  

Pretending  that we had magical powers.  

My Nam was really quite small.  

She made me feel six foot tall.  

When I think of my Nan it makes me happy.  

I can still hear her call to Mum  

óPut that kettle on and make it snappy!ô 

Alicia (right) on holiday with 

her friend Emily being chatted 

up by a stranger. 

Chris and Wendy per-

forming for school chil-

dren on a previous show. 
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You can read more of 

Aliciaõs poems online at -   
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Activities Past and Future  
Bolton  take a 2 goal 

lead against Ports-

mouth but end up 

drawing 2 v 2. All 

goals were scored at 

the end where we 

were sat which was 

nice.  

We have booked a 

few activities since 

we last went to print 

the highlight being a 

chance to see ....... 

Great fun has been 

had by all on Link Up 

activities so far this 

year. Porridge  was 

a laugh at the Lowry 

followed by Holiday 

on Ice at the Echo 

arena in Liverpool.  

A very colourful 

show by all accounts. 

Although everyone 

enjoyed the 48hr 

weekender at Pon-

tins Southport there 

were far too many 

drunks and we no 

longer consider this 

to be a safe environ-

ment for some of our 

members. More re-

cently we have been 

to see Joan Arma-

trading be brilliant 

in concert at Venue 

Cymru and watched 

bert Dance Company 

followed by a 60ôs 

tribute night at the 

Empire in November 

and the legendary 

Roberta 

Flack in 

concert at 

the 

Lowry. 

Blondie in concert on 

June 18th at the Man-

chester Apollo. 

In August we have 

booked to see the mu-

sical Hairspray  at 

the Liverpool Empire 

and on September 

10th we return to 

Whinfell Forest for a 

Center Parcs week-

end break. Then on 

the 23rd we are back 

at the Lowry to enjoy 

more contempory 

ballet with the Ram-

Walks For All  
ourselves the work 

done to make the 

park more accessible. 

We had guided tour 

followed by a light 

lunch and everyone 

loved being in the 

countryside.  

(photo left) 

About a year ago 

Genni Butler (Acting) 

Countryside Access 

Development Officer 

for Cheshire East 

Council, consulted 

our members about 

how best to design a 

leaflet to make it ac-

cessible to disabled 

people. We went 

along to Bereton 

Heath Country Park 

in April to celebrate 

the launching of that 

leaflet and assess for 
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Klasnic scoring Bolton 

Wanderers first goal 

against Portsmouth 



Ten Pin Bowling League  

League Table  

Best individual score 

of the day goes to 

Sally Anne Balden of 

the Jacks with 121 

closely followed by 

Ray Francis of the 

Romans with 119. 

 

Next game is on- 

Tuesday May 18th. 

The Neston Kings are 

neck and neck with 

the Canal Street Ro-

mans as both teams 

won to maintain their 

100% record at the 

top of the table. The 

Canaries took re-

venge on the Lions 

after losing to them in 

the title decider on 

the last day of last 

season. The Champi-

ons are now the down 

in 3rd place. 

DanceFX and the 

Neston Jacks move 

up the table after 

good wins and the 

Shifters have moved 

off the bottom with a 

win over the Magics 

who now go bottom. 

 

Rob Lowe in action 

for the Warriors  
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Team Pld  W D L Score  Points  
Neston Kings 4 4 0 0 1515 8 
Canal Street Romans 4 4 0 0 1502 8 
Link Up Lions 4 3 0 1 1509 6 
Link Up Canaries 4 2 0 2 1464 4 

DanceFX 4 2 0 2 1441 4 
Neston Jacks 4 2 0 2 1415 4 
Link Up Warriors 4 2 0 2 1411 4 
Neston Queens 4 2 0 2 1396 4 
Mulberry Mayhems 4 2 0 2 1323 4 
Scope 4 1 0 3 1394 2 
Leopards 4 1 0 3 1389 2 
Shifters 4 1 0 3 1371 2 
Hotshots 4 1 0 3 1355 2 
MulberryMagics 4 1 0 3 1330 2 

Link Up Canaries 343 Link Up Scope 337 

Mul Mayhems 315 Neston Jacks 335 

Link Up Warriors 297 Neston Kings 352 

Neston Queens 364 Link Up Lions 344 

Link Up Leopards 320 Romans 407 

Mulberry Shifters 331 Mulberry Magics 329 

Link Up Hotshots 339 Dance FX 368 

Link Up Canaries 393 Neston Kings 405 

Mayhems 327 Hotshots 306 

Link Up Warriors 355 Romans 370 

Neston Queens 322 Neston jacks 344 

Link Up Leopards 345 Mulberry Magics 306 

Mulberry Shifters 349 Link Up Lions 377 

Scope 334 Dance FX 374 

March Results April Results 


